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Theme Description (From President Elect Carol Lakey Hess) 
 
 Picasso is reported to have said that “art is a lie that makes us realize 
the truth.”  Fiction tells truth because it is the truth of life that goes 
into making good fiction: love, hate, fear, courage, delight, sorrow, 
betrayal, loyalty, confusion, choice, circumstance, luck, injustice.  When 
Tobias Wolff described the common characteristics of the authors he brought 
together in a collection of American short stories, he described the 
truth-telling nature of fiction: “They write about fear of death, 
fear of life, the feelings that bring people together and force them apart, 
the costs of intimacy.  They remind us that our house is built on sand.  They 
are, every one of them, interested in what it means to be human.”  When 
fiction explores the hard issues and deep questions in life, it brings us on 
holy ground, sacred territory.  Fiction (short stories, novels, film) that 
probes deeply is religious.  And, this kind of depth exploration is necessary 
to, and perhaps even instructive for, the work of theology.  
 
During this year’s conference, we will consider both the theory and practice of reading 
and viewing fiction. Many of us in this organization are engaging fiction in our teaching 
as well as theorizing about the use of fictional forms in religious education.  There are a 
host of questions we need to ask as we engage fiction: what are some rigorous methods 
for engaging fiction, which fiction do we choose, how do we deal with authorial cultural 
flaws, how does literary theory help us read, what should be the role of reading strategies, 
what is the relationship between the author and the text and reader, what do we do about 
popular fiction and film that we think is, to use Picasso’s language, a lie that makes us 
realize the truth?  These are some of the questions that make up what Wayne Booth calls 
“the ethics of fiction.”  
 
Approaches to the Theme  
Approaches to the theme might address the following topics (among others):  
 



1. Engaging fiction to teach “difficult topics” in religion and theology; 
2. Fiction and the cultivation of religious imagination; 
3. Fiction interpreting holy texts/ holy texts interpreting fiction; 
4. Film as text in religious education 
5. Stories that cross boundaries/ fiction and intercultural religious education 
6. Children’s bible stories as midrash; teaching children and youth through fiction 
7. Creative writing as religious education 
8. The ethics of fiction in religious education 
9. Film interpreting bible stories or other sacred stories 
 
You are invited to submit proposals for Research Interest Groups, Colloquia, and 
Workshops for the annual conference. 
 
PROPOSALS ADDRESSING THE THEME  will receive preference. However, 
prospective presenters should not force their research to fit the theme artificially. Papers 
and workshops may be proposed on any theme contributing to religious education. Papers 
related to the theme of the annual meeting, and those most directly and deliberately 
linked to religious education, will receive preferential consideration for publication in the 
conference issue of Religious Education. All proposals must make clear connections 
between their topic and the theory and practice of religious education. 
 
Call for proposals: REA members in good standing are invited to submit a proposal for 
a presentation in a Workshop, Research Interest Group, or Colloquium.. See directions 
below. One presentation per person, please. Collaborative/interfaith/interdisciplinary 
proposals may receive preferential consideration for single or extended time slots.  
 
Formats for Presentation: 
Workshops: interactive presentations of practical and scholarly resources or approaches 
supporting the multiple practices of religious education. These sessions are intended to be 
interactive working groups led by the presenter, rather than speaker-focused 
presentations. These sessions may seek to increase awareness or enhance performance of 
specific religious education practices. The context for these practices may be settings 
such as faith communities, higher education, wider public settings, schools, etc. 
 
Research Interest Groups (RIG): Participants sign up in advance to receive and discuss 
a finished paper of publishable quality among a group of up to 25 members. Final papers 
must be submitted by September 15, 2008. All research papers will be posted in a 
protected area of the website prior to the meeting, and included in the REA Annual 
Meeting Proceedings, distributed at Registration. Note!!! In order to present a paper in 
the context of a RIG, you MUST meet the deadline of September 15, 2008  to submit 
your completed paper. Presenters who do not meet this deadline will not be permitted to 
present their papers in the RIG format. 
 
Colloquia: are less formal that RIG’s and provide an important arena for sharing 
emerging research, research in progress, or practices and programs that do not readily 



lend themselves to formal papers. An outline of ideas, or sharing of practices, is 
appropriate in this format. 
 
 
Instructions for SUBMITTING PROPOSALS: 
**Note: This year we have a new method for proposal submission that standardizes 
submissions and allows for semi-blind review by the Call for Papers Committee. Please 
read the following information carefully. Proposals from persons who do not follow the 
instructions for proposal submission will not be considered.  
 

1. Proposals must be submitted by JUNE 15, 2008.  All proposals must be 
submitted through the REA web site. Proposals sent by other means will not 
be considered.   

 

             
 
2. Your proposal includes two parts, which are located and submitted together 
on the web site: 
 
A.  Information form (fill out completely). Please note that you must identify the 
type of presentation you intend (workshop, RIG, or colloquium) in order for the 
committee to consider your proposal. 
 
B.   One-page proposal description. DO NOT PUT YOUR NAME ON THIS PART 
OF THE  PROPOSAL. We are using a 2-step process in which the initial step 
involves a blind review of the proposal descriptions. . 

  
1. For workshops, include context, main concepts/issues, practice(s) being 

addressed, context of those practices (e.g., faith community, higher 
education, wider community, schools), outline of the workshop (sequence 
of topics and methods), resources presented and used. 

Instructions for submitting online proposals through the REA web site 
  
• Go to http://www.religiouseducation.net . 
• Under ‘Membership Login’ select “please login” 
• Enter you membership email address and password (this is the email address and zipcode you used to 

renew your membership in 2008, for further questions see FAQ) 
• Hit “sign in” 
You are now at the REA Membership Portal 
• Go to ‘2008 Annual Meeting’ 
• Select ‘Submit 2008 Proposal’ 
• This is the 2008 Annual Meeting Proposal Cover Sheet page, it is important that you complete all 

applicable fields. 
• After filling in your information, towards the bottom of the page, you will be asked to upload your 1-page 

proposal 
• Proposals may be submitted in MS Word or Adobe pdf format. 
• In order to ensure anonymity during the review process, please do not identify presenters, authors, or 

institution on your proposal or in your file name (this will be tracked electronically ). 
• After you have uploaded your file you will receive a confirmation at the bottom of the upload dialogue 

box, stating file name and file size. 
• Once you have completed the information form and uploaded your 1-pg proposal, hit the submit button at 

the bottom of the page.  
• For additional questions please contact Dr. Joyce Mercer via email at JMercer@vts.edu . 

 



2. for RIG papers, include main points, methodology (e.g., literature-based, 
qualitative or quantitative research, historical, or insights from our 
community of practice), and a selected bibliography (e.g., two or three 
primary sources grounding your work).  

3. For colloquia, include main concepts/issues, methodology for addressing 
the topic, generally the sources grounding the presentation, and the status 
of the research at the time of the proposal. 

 
 
Each proposal will be reviewed through a semi-blind review process by the Call for 
Proposals Committee.(In a semi-blind review, proposal selection takes place apart from 
information identifying authors; subsequently, that information is re-joined to the 
proposals selected so that the committee may insure that adequate participation our of 
various constituencies and diversities is present.) Presenters selected will be notified on 
or by July 15. Proposals may be paired according to interest and topical relation.  Your 
submission of a proposal is your agreement that you will complete the workshop design 
or paper, will abide by these deadlines, and will personally present your paper or 
workshop at the 2008 Annual Meeting.  
 
Eligibility: In order to be eligible to submit a proposal, persons must have their REA 
membership fees up to date. Renewal can accompany your proposal. If selected to 
present, presenters must renew for upcoming membership year as well and register for 
the meeting.  
 
Important Additional Information Regarding Research Interest Group Papers: 
 
Research Interest Group presenters will receive a copy of the Guidelines for Contributors 
for the journal Religious Education. Your Proceedings must be no longer than 3000 
words (plus references), single spaced, 12 point, Times New Roman Font, 1” margins all 
around. (Presenters of Colloquia and Workshops are not required to contribute a paper 
although they may wish to submit material for posting on the website for participants in 
their groups.) 
 
Completed RIG papers for the program must be received in both hard copy and electronic 
format (‘rtf’ or ‘pdf’) by the Executive Secretary W. Alan Smith (reaappre@msn.com) no 
later than September 15, 2008. PAPERS NOT RECEIVED BY THAT DATE WILL 
NOT BE INCLUDED IN THE PROCEEDINGS AND WILL BE CANCELED 
FROM THE ANNUAL MEETING PROGRAM. Unless otherwise requested, all 
papers will be posted on the website prior to the meeting. Proceedings will be distributed 
to participants as they register at the meeting.  
 
By January 15, 2009, RIG papers that were presented at the meeting may be revised and 
submitted to the Call for Papers Committee, which will act as a peer review jury for the 
conference issue of Religious Education. Selected papers are recommended for possible 
publication and sent to the editor of the journal, who then makes the final selection. 
 


